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Joint Lake Association Meeting 

August 21, 2014 – 7:00 p.m. 

(Council Chambers) 

 

Attendance: 

 

 

Councillors: 

Councillor John McDougall  

Councillor Pat Barr 

Deputy Mayor Ron Vandewal (chaired meeting) 

Councillor Allan McPhail 

 

Staff: 

Lindsay Mills, Planner 

Mark Segsworth, Public Works Manager 

Brian Gass, Chief Building Official 

Rick Chesebrough, Fire Chief 

Louise Fragnito, Treasurer 

 

Special Guest: 

Bryon Keene, Quinte Conservation Authority 

 

Deputy Mayor Vandewal welcomed everyone to the meeting and a round of introductions 

by all members and Township staff present took place. 

 

Initial questions were directed to the Planner, Lindsay Mills. 

 

He was asked to define what a ‘qualified environmentalist’ is as referred to in the Official 

Plan. Mr. Mills replied that it is someone who has a formal education in environmental 

studies and who has experience in assessing environmental characteristics. 

 

Mr. Mills was also asked whether the lake associations could be notified of all 

development applications that are being proposed. Mr. Mills responded that Planning 

notifies the public according to the Planning Act regulations and that we couldn’t pick 

any specific group to automatically notify as it may lead to notifying all special interest 

groups out there and we would not have the resources to do that. He suggested keeping 

an eye on our website for upcoming items. 

 

He was then asked about two proposed large developments on Loughborough Lake. In 

response Mr. Mills briefly described the Applewood plan of condominium development 

and the Johnston’s Point plan of condominium development. 

 

Deputy Mayor Vandewal introduced Bryon Keene of the Quinte Conservation Authority. 
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Bryon Keene gave a power point presentation on ‘Flood Forecasting, Warning and 

Response’ in relation to CA’s and municipalities. A question period followed. 

 

Mr. Keene was asked why the lake levels were so high this spring. He replied that the 

water levels were high because of a faulty gauge at one of the dams. He added that it is 

important to check these gauges and the dams themselves on a monthly basis which they 

try to do. 

 

Deputy Mayor Vandewal noted that most lake associations have lake plans and asked 

him if he agreed with them. Mr. Keene replied that he does agree with them and that they 

are usually good work. 

 

In response to a question about water sampling in Sydenham Lake Mr. Keene said that 

they try to do regular sampling but he added “expect the government to do less and less 

for you.” 

 

Councillor McPhail explained that he represents the CRCA. He said that they gave out 

reports on every lake regarding flooding hazards including dam management. Mr. Keene 

replied that people assume that all dams are for flood control but they’re actually for lake 

level control. 

 

Rick Chesebrough stated that he always needs help filling sandbags during a flood. Mr. 

Keene said that municipalities should supply the sandbags and should always have a store 

of 100,000 bags. He noted that it takes approximately 2,000 bags to protect a house. 

 

A resident stated that SF does not supply anything to which Mark Segsworth replied that 

we do supply the sand. 

 

Deputy Mayor Vandewal added that, since the recent floods, we’re looking at supplying 

more. 

 

The agenda included a brief update from last year’s meeting and the actions taken 

 

• Mark Segsworth said that it’s been an active construction period especially by the 

high school and the Bedford patrol yard. 

 

We are attempting to minimize the use of road salt.                                             

 

We are undertaking general upgrades of roads and bridges with architectural 

features and improved fish spawning provisions. 

 

We now have a scale at the Portland Waste Disposal site for more consistent fees  

 

We continue to learn and refine garbage collection at public roads adding that we 

all have a responsibility to manage our waste.  
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Questions to Mark: 

 

More people are renting their cottages out thus there is more waste and they put 

out their garbage on the wrong days and they’re not recycling. Lake associations 

try to give out information. 

 

Mark was asked how he decided when to pave a road as opposed to just tar a 

chipping. Mark replied that we analyse the role that the road plays in the overall 

transportations system. 

 

Mark was asked whether the public can purchase sand and salt from the 

Township. Mark replied that we could do it as a wholesaler – Deputy Mayor 

Vandewal added that we don’t want to become a supplier though. 

 

Mark was asked if people can get a road classification map. Mark said that we 

could make them available. 

 

 

• Fire Chief Rick Chesebrough spoke about burning permits and stated that they 

have been eliminated for the reason that it has always been an ineffective system. 

 

We have seen the number of forest fires steadily decrease 

 

We have noted that Lake Associations help in monitoring the comings and goings 

of new people in the communities. 

 

He said that we are continuing to work on communications improvements for 

emergency responders and to improve it right across the board. He noted that 33% 

of all calls are medical-related. 

 

We are still having problems with clearances on lanes. The municipality has said 

that there is no guarantee of emergency vehicles getting down the lanes if there is 

not enough clearance adding that maintenance of the lanes is crucial. 

 

We have had many island calls lately so we’re trying to name the islands. 

 

We are always looking for volunteer fire fighters. 

 

Questions to Rick: 

  

Rick was asked whether access to the lakes was acceptable. Rick replied that we 

have mapped all accesses and islands and have made this information available to 

the public. He added that we don’t say no to any accesses. 

 

Rick was asked whether a building on an island has a civic address. Rick 

responded that it depends because the signs or numbers are often stolen or 
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removed. He said that we have endeavoured to go out and make sure the signs are 

there. 

 

Rick was asked whether lake associations could be involved in naming of the 

islands. Rick responded that it would be a great idea. 

 

 

• Brian Gass, Chief building Official stated that 300 building permits were issued 

for this year so far and that we have three inspectors to handle and process them.  

 

Information has been added to our webpage and we are trying to get more pre-

consultation with applicants. 

 

Deputy Mayor Vandewal stated that we don’t police whether people have 

building permits on the lakes but any member of the public can call the Township 

to ask. 

 

• Louise Fragnito said that we’ve just sent out the second installment of 

commercial/residential tax bills 

 

We have been more successful in collecting tax arrears adding that people seem to 

be more aware of the issue. 

 

General Questions: 

The Chair opened the floor to questions, comments and input from the various 

Association representatives. 

 

 A resident said that there is a movement towards mandatory septic inspection and 

noted that SF hasn’t done it. He said that there are plans that work and we need to 

look at systems prior to 1958 and he requested that it be done. 

 

Lindsay Mills noted that we undertook a voluntary septic re-inspection program 

for five years examining a different lake in each of the years – concentrating on 

highly-sensitive lake trout lakes and Sydenham Lake because of the intake for the 

municipal water system located there. He said that the surprising result was that 

the systems weren’t as bad as was thought. He said, for example, of the 360 

systems analysed on Buck Lake, only 5 were found to be faulty. However, he 

noted that the program was voluntary and that the real benefit of the project was 

to educate the cottage-owners about their septic systems. 

 

A lake association member requested to find out whether we could do a start-up 

septic re-inspection program or a mandatory inspection program. 

 

Staff were questioned whether anything was being done to control wild parsnips. 

Mark Segsworth said that we spray in an ad-hoc basis noting that it is not a 
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noxious weed. Deputy Mayor Vandewal added that people are generally against 

spraying. 

 

A resident asked about cow manure runoff and whether it is regulated. Councillor 

McPhail replied that it requires a nutrient management plan. 

 

Councillor Barr added that there are regulations about cattle drinking at the lakes 

– it’s bad farming practice. She said that the problem now is deer at the lake. 

 

 

Deputy Mayor Vandewal thanked all participants for their input and asked them to tell us 

if the meetings are worthwhile. 


