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Joint Lake Association Meeting 
August 17, 2017 – 7:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers 
 
Attendance: 
 
Jim Flett – Sunset Shores Association 
Bruce Jackson – Dog Lake Association 
Dieter Rohde – Dog Lake Association 
Bob Volpe – Dog Lake Association 
Bill Garland – Wolfe Lake Association 
Paul Thompson – Wolfe Lake Association 
Barbara Canton – Battersea Loughborough Lake Association 
Greg Fisher – Buck Lake Association 
Burt Harbison – West Devil Lake Property Owners 
Murdock McFarlane – West Devil Lake Property Owners 
Jeff Bennett - Sydenham Lake Association 
Bill Peairs – Sydenham Lake Association 
Fran Willes – Property Owner – Crow Lake   
 
Councillors: 
 
Mayor Ron Vandewal 
Deputy Mayor Norm Roberts 
Councillor Alan Revill 
Councillor Ross Sutherland 
Councillor Ron Sleeth 
Councillor Brad Barbeau 
Councillor Pat Barr 
Councillor Mark Schjerning 
Councillor John McDougall 
 
Staff: 
 
Wayne Orr, Chief Administrative Officer 
Louise Fragnito, Treasurer 
Mark Segsworth, Public Works Manager 
Forbes Symon, Manager of Development Services 
Amanda Pantrey – Public Education Coordinator 
 
Mayor Vandewal called the meeting together and invited all attending to 
introduce themselves. 
 
Attendees were encouraged to sign in and provide updates to the township on 
changes to the contact details for the various associations.  The township will 
update its website should new details be provided. 
 
The Floor was opened for comments, feedback, and questions. 
 
Sydenham Lake Association highlighted the completion of the State of the Lake 
Report and noted that the Stewardship Plan is to be wrapped up in the fall of this 
year.  Both documents will be available on their website.  The 2 year project was 
funded in part by Source Water Protection funding from both the County and the 
Township. 
 
Designs for new washrooms/change rooms will be developed this year for 
improvements to Gilmour Point, with construction targeted for next year. A new 
access road and power have already been installed.   Further work needs to be 
done to control erosion.   
 
Work is continuing on boat ramps throughout the township. 
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The current five year capital roads projects are posted to our website.  This is 
being updated as part of the 2018 budget cycle and will be posted once 
approved. 
 
The Public Works Manager confirmed that work is coordinated with adjacent 
municipalities to find efficiencies; however this is subject to the other 
municipality’s priorities and resources. 
 
Currently the township provides garbage pick up to beaches (Monday to Friday) 
and limited services on weekends (e.g. opening washrooms).  Grass cutting etc. 
is scheduled weekly.  Other maintenance is as needed.  We are limited in our 
ability to extend services into weekends although the demands are 
acknowledged.  What was noted was that as parks are improved, usage 
increases and thus demands for service. 
 
The problem with maintaining facilities in the past has been in part due to 
vandalism. 
 
Solid waste recycling is an ongoing challenge.  Communal bins are already full 
before long weekends.  Users are not necessarily following the two stream 
schedule.  The Public Works Manager is committed to meeting and looking to 
find solutions. 
 
The problem is compounded by non-lane residents using the communal bins.  
This has got to the point where there is dumping of junk that the lane 
associations have to deal with.  The township doesn’t pick up junk at these sites; 
hence the lane association is subsidizing others.  In essence the ends of lanes 
are a transfer station and they should be treated like the gates of the dump, 
where the township is responsible for what is left there. 
 
Illegal dumping has been a problem since before collection was expanded to the 
entire Township.  The PWM will convene a meeting of stakeholders in mid-
September (a Wed. or Thurs. evening).  Those attending will brainstorm to 
develop solutions as the solution must involve more than just the Township.  The 
email provided will be used for communicating the date. 
 
It was noted that professional signage may be helpful at these locations. 
 
Last year consultation took place regarding the Buck Lake Culvert on Perth 
Road.  The Public Works Manager indicated that something would be out this 
fall.  Unfortunately the Township was not able to acquire the additional property 
that had been hoped for. 
 
Blue Green Algae has many dangers as cited by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, with the potential for significant health impacts.  It is believed that 
had the testing resulted in a significant health risk, then Public Health would have 
issued warnings beyond the beach closure.   
 
The bigger challenge is how would this have been communicated with 
residents/renters and Lake Associations.  Once again Lake Associations are 
encouraged to keep their contact information up to date with the Township. 
 
Residents can subscribe to the Township’s Website for a news feed.  Lake 
Association contacts will be shared with KFLA Health Unit. 
 
The Treasury Department is pursing the option of offering to email tax bills which 
will provide for the collection of email addresses. 
 
How would non-residents, users and renters be notified, they won’t be on email 
lists? 
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Invasive species are a continuing threat to property owners.  Leadership is 
needed at all three levels of government. There is correspondence on this 
subject going to Council on September 5 
 
The Wolfe Lake Association website has a link to a Blue Green Algae study 
being done by Queens University. 
 
The townships action on roadside invasive species (giant Hogweed) needs to be 
replicated for water front species. 
 
A recent new release from the Province was highlighted and can be found on the 
FOCA website.  Quinte Conservation issued a similar release. 
 
Two of the causes of blue green algae are nutrient loading and warming lake 
temperatures. 
 
Protecting the 100 feet of natural vegetation at the water’s edge is important.  
With all the rain we have been having, a mowed lawn is not capable of holding 
back and absorbing run off.   
 
Rules exist to protect this but what enforcement is available by the Township or 
the Conservation Authority?  
 
How do we manage the developer who clear cuts before they seek any permits? 
All of this impacts the property values. 
 
It has been referenced that each measure of improved water quality increases 
property values. 
 
It was acknowledged that there are other contributing sources including septic 
systems and farms. 
 
Central Frontenac stepped back from their septic re inspection program, however 
Leeds and Thousand Islands has a program that provides funds for those who 
can’t afford to replace an identified faulty septic system. 
 
The challenge is we can’t be everywhere.  If we are told of a problem, and we 
have, we have the ability to enforce. 
 
It is easier to deal with newer properties/lots at the creation stage. 
 
The matter of septic re inspection is still being discussed.  The province has 
decided not to proceed with mandatory re inspection requirements. The 
Township is promoting on our website the Septic Smart Guide.  It is given to all 
new home construction owners.  Other education materials are being distributed. 
 
We need to take a broader solution including hamlets and lakes.  Overall lake 
quality is important. 
 
Is there any further thought on tying re-inspection to land transfers, building 
permits?  
 
Realtors recommend as part of a purchasers due diligence to have the system 
inspected.  New construction and building additions are always assessed for 
septic impact. 
 
New owners of older properties tend to increase demand on the system.  There 
may be an increase in the number of occupants, the number of fixtures and 
appliances. 
 
Will Council be investigating a mandatory program? 
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The impact on a municipality with our population would be huge.   
 
Prioritizing properties would be necessary, just like e-testing cars based on the 
model year. 
 
Who would be qualified to inspect? 
 
Focus should be targeted, i.e. Lakes that are Blue Green Algae lakes, otherwise 
we will have more at capacity lakes.  
 
We need to look forward now, starting with targeted lake properties.  We need to 
consider the risks of not acting. 
 
If septic tanks are an issue Public Health can issue orders. 
 
It was noted that blue green algae can develop even in lakes with no septic 
systems or farming. 
 
Dog Lake has many shallow areas as a result of the flooding to create the 
Rideau.  Blue green algae has been occurring for 50 plus years. 
 
We need to recognize that blue green algae is a water quality marker. 
 
Shoreline development needs to be managed. 
 
Aren’t people more conscious of the issue and aware? 
 
Boat Launches:  Work continues with installing flexible concrete matting and 
docks where existing.  This is an ongoing plan at Township owned access points. 
 
All attendees were reminded of the Private Lane Upgrade Assistance program.  
The PWM has been accepting late applications if work has been required as a 
result of washouts etc. and the work has been  focused on improving the 
drainage and not simply replacing gravel.  An assessment of available funds will 
be determined later in the year. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 
 
 
 
 

 


